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Introduction

The words of a language form a closely linked network of interdependent units. The meaning of
a word or expression cannot really be understood unless its relationships with other closely
related words are taken into account. For example, such words as kill, murder, and execute share
the meaning of 'put to death'’, but differ considerably in usage and connotation. Similarly, in
Japanese there are many kanji that share a common meaning but differ in detail, such as
BREAK, BE CRUMBLE, & BREAKDOWN and #t BREAK OFF. Intermediate and advanced
learners of Japanese need to distinguish between such similar kanji in order to gain a full
understanding of their individual shades of meaning.

First Kanji Thesaurus

The CJK Dictionary Institute (CJKI) is pleased to announce the completion of the
Japanese-English Dictionary of Kanji Synonyms, a new type of reference work that enables
intermediate and advanced learners deepen their understanding of how kanji synonyms are
used in contemporary Japanese. Based on the author's world renowned The Kodansha Kanji
Dictionary (Kodansha USA), this new work serves as the first ever bilingual kanji thesaurus.

The new work offers complete guidance on the precise distinctions between characters of

similar meaning, referred to as kanji synonyms. Since a proper understanding of the meanings
of each character is essential for the effective mastery of the Japanese vocabulary, this is of
considerable benefit to the serious student. Characters here refers to single characters (one kanji
possibly followed by kana) that function mostly as word elements (components of compounds
words), rather than independent words. Thus this work is basically a character dictionary (FHL),
rather than a word dictionary (§#81), an important distinction.



Based on a systematic approach and a firm theoretical foundation, this dictionary enables users
to quickly find characters from their meanings, then study those meanings in contrast to other
characters that share the same basic concept but differ, often subtly, in meaning.

Kanji Synonym Groups

Characters are presented in groups of related meanings, referred to as synonym groups. The
group members, each followed by their core meanings, are semantically interrelated and are
classified under a shared concept, given in bold red capitals, as shown below.

KINDS OF WATER
7K WATER
%5 HOT WATER
7R STEAM
7K ICE
Il DEEP WATER

AGREE AND APPROVE
% APPROVE OF
7] APPROVE
72 RECOGNIZE
#i CONSENT
7 AGREETO
# ASSENT

75 tolerate

Distinctive Features

Based on The Kodansha Kanji Dictionary, this dictionary provides various features that are
useful to both learners and educators alike:

1. 1,245 Synonym Groups bring together kanji that have the same shared concept under a
single entry.

2. Tens of thousands of compound words illustrate the function of each character as a
word-element.

3. Itis ordered alphabetically by shared concept.



4. Covers 5,630 synonym members from the Joyo Kanji, Jinmei Kanji and non- Joyo Kanji
character sets.

5. Multiple indexes for quickly locating entries by SKIP pattern, by shared concept, by
On-Kun reading, by core meaning and by radical.

It is noteworthy that since the shared concepts are ordered alphabetically, this dictionary
functions like a thesaurus in dictionary form, a genre that revolutionized thesaurus compilation.

Effective Learning Aid

This dictionary serves as a powerful learning aid because it clearly shows the differences and
similarities between closely related kanji. This is achieved in four ways:

1. The alphabetically-arranged headwords, representing the shared concept for each
synonym group, show how the group members resemble each other.
The core meanings show at a glance how the group members differ from each other.

3. The character meanings show in greater detail the distinctive features of each group
member.

4. The numerous compound words illustrate how each kanji functions (mostly) as a word
element.

It is important to note that the core meanings and character meanings serve as a practical guide
to kanji usage because they are based on actual occurrences, as illustrated by the many
compounds, rather than the numerous historical and archaic meanings often found in
conventional kanji dictionaries.

In-depth Understanding

Let us see how this dictionary helps the learner gain an in-depth understanding of four members
of the synonym group BREAK (see the Appendix for the full entry).

filf »BREAK
break, smash
5% 122 9% break (down), destroy, wreck

£ »BREAK DOWN
break down, destroy, smash; (of a dam) burst
K 73\ > destruction, annihilation

AA »CRUMBLE

crumble, collapse



HREE+ 2 139 22\ 35 collapse, crumble, break down, cave in
#T »BREAK OFF

break off (as a branch), break (a bone), snap (in two), split
Prf: &1 A halving

The core meanings, preceded by the symbol », are described in more detail by the character
meanings. In this case 'break, smash' for 8§ and 'break down, destroy, smash etc.' for &. As
can be seen, whereas #§ means to break in general, 3 refers to destruction, T implies the
application of a sudden force to such things as branches and bones, ff denotes breaking into
small pieces, and so on. The many compound words (only one for each member is shown
above) illustrate how each kanji functions as a word element; that is, its meaning as a morpheme
on the word formation level.

Comparing the character meanings and illustrative compounds of the synonym group members
to each other provides a deeper understanding of their (often subtle) differences and similarities.
Studying such closely related characters together, rather than as isolated units, helps the user
better understand their distinctive features while stimulating a desire to learn.
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Sample Pages

BREAK

»BREAK

Eﬁ A

break, shésh
W89 % 1xh Vg3 break (down),
destroy, wreck

W 1#~A fragment, broken piece,
scrap

W4H 13%A damage, breakdown

Weld™ 2 13E 03 crush, smash, crack
to pieces

W& 1485 ruin, destruction, wreck,
collapse, downfall

FEI% 12< 14 blasting, blowing up, explo-
sion

HERG AAlE shipwreck

FTHE9 % 121593 break down, over-
throw, abolish

®1478

# »crush
—[~ ULK) ®©0372
O crush, squash

OHIC EWTLE crush
O discourage
FIBHINNS 550LHNB be strick-
en [overcome, overwhelmed] (with
grief, etc.); be utterly defeated

LT » CRUMBLE
AHH e

®2863

crumble, collapse

HAYET D 1355083 collapse, crum-
ble, break down, cave in

fRT% 1255< collapse, cave-in; crash; (of
the market) decline
»SPRAIN
Vi ®0519
Qspraih, twist - h
{2 A E sprain

O bruise, injure
IS 2L &S contusion
j:EE »BREAK DOWN
X ha ®0934
.l;r.ea.kc.i.own,destrby,. srﬁash; (ofa dam} -
burst

I, A8 destruction, annihilation
92 14h 43 break (down),

destroy, wreck

AREE 1550 collapse, crumbling,
breakdown, cave-in

1 AHL complete collapse
TREE 13 ohM rip, break

T % £5H0F 5 collapse, be de-
stroyed, crumble

FIJL »break down

EX zb9) ©2246
break (down), destroy, smash, take apart;
spoil, mar, upset

O3 £z demolish, pull down
» BREAK OFF

T

®0297
(separate through the application of a sudden bend-
ing force) break off (as a branch), break (a
bone), snap (in two), split
11 €olEh halving
Tl wobws> compromise, eclecticism
BT o€ bone fracture

‘_EEIJ bcrack
= H(3) ®2284
6.cr.ac.l.(, break -
T HE|D 2o3%B crack [break]
aglass

O split, chop (wood)
HDHT HyLsA tally impression

H|DE HUIEL half-split (disposable)
chopsticks

BREAK
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DHEID ZF=2hk) cutting in two; one

half
Z71]  »spUT
= Ly
@ (separate or become separated into pieces)
split, tear, crack
¢%4 1&h> explosion, bursting
¥4 5 < sAhD nuclear fission
O crack, fissure
45 oL &> lacerated wound
a5 €no crack, fissure

L

» CRUSH UP
Wl

crush up, break into pieces, smash
PEEHE TOHAE rock crusher
KN T0U&SEA ice breaker
PEfT T quarrying

BREAK

®3331

%195 15E U3 crush, smash, crack
to pieces

WIS % ZAELTS pulverize, shatter,
smash, crush

JBIPET 5 13<E LB blast, blow to
pieces

Tl 5 <EL death for honor

LY pCRUSHUP
i A

crush up, breék i.nto pieces, sﬁaﬁh
T fE 9 B 12E g3 crush, smash, crack

®0849

to pieces
LHET D ££<EWFB diebut never
surrender
‘2%. »CRUSH
SN 2A(9) ®0919

crush, smash, batter, squash; scrap, junk

& IET AAEDRT crushacan
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WAYS AND ROUTES

‘é »WAY (path)

L Rk ®3888

[also suffix] way, path, road, track

JHIEE £33 road, street, way

B E5TW distance, journey, itinerary;
process

P T8 railway

13 HLES thoroughfare, highway

13 £E5 track, railway; planetary
orbit; beaten track

HATE 133 sidewalk, footpath

45 PPATH
/fji 71 ®0347

(narrow) path, footpath, shortcut
RS 13 path; process
FEE L&310 path, lane
[L1& EAIFL mountain path
INE LgSIFn path, lane

$f[ » TRACK
* ®1832

(wheel) track, rut, path
B #=4% locus; tracks

T3 %&£5 track, railway; planetary
orbit; beaten track

railway track
TE&E €L &S rails

%% »LINE
IS & ®1760

(public transportation route) line, track, route
TS A2 (railway) line, track
BEAR Bt route, way, line
RO ZAEAD along arailway line

iR 258 A derailment; deviation,
aberration

HHFERR £S5 ES#A Tokaido Line
TR AR Track No. 2

?% » WATERWAY
T3 LA ®Q9_57

AR AL S elegant channel mark
waterway, water route, channel, fairway
for small boats

5ES Z42< L channel mark

725K #8%0< leave a wake be-
hind

/> pWAY (route)
> ¢ ®3853

way, route, course, road, path

BT &5 5T onthe way

& [T £L&5T onthe way

HIYR T B5w3&T halfway, in the middle

FEIEE LI idoTtheLsdTL devel-
oping countries

B FA & one's future, prospects;
distance yet to cover

it i E£& one's way home, return trip

E% »ROAD
Aa ®1 936”

[also suffix] road, route, way
% I 2L &> on the road, road
BRI 2&bA road surface
A A€ A route, way, line
& 2L alley, lane
JERE £53 road, street, way
ZEHE <53 airroute, airway
TR A (railway) line, track
S 3% passage, pathway, alley, aisle
P <3 bad road
WS %53 runway

WAYS AND ROUTES
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> id
HjJ WaySI ; ®3319

[m compounds] way5|de, roadside, route,
way
JEJTT #59 L route, course, way
BB ON] E53h0ESFLoES
towns on the Tokaido

JIf 5F L course of a river; land
along ariver

% b street
)i = RO
street, avenue, road
KiED &#E5Y main street
suffix after names of streets [avenues]
TIED &iPELBY Aoyama Street

'fﬁ Pcity street
®0702

C|ty street thoroughfare crossroads
538 pLES thoroughfare, highway
A AALES street
LT BES street lamp

3855

WAYS AND ROUTES

LI_. » CROSSROADS
L o] A ®3958

crossroads, crossing, intersection
P_flﬁﬁ &2 crossroads, intersection
street, roadside, street corner
325 2L35 slip of paper with a
fortune-telling message
sk oeotiz at every crossing, at
every street corner
L DU#*3 streetwalker, nightwalker
SEFETE DU IES street preaching
3LIE DL street stall

»forked road
¥ _ - ®0285

forked road, branch road
Iz 14 %2 forked road, crossroad

~  BTHE STREETS
= oaw

the streets, the town
iR 2525 narrow, dirty backstreet
PIERTETE WSz [archaic] red-
light district

®3097




